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Abstract

Spoken Israeli Hebrew (SIH) includes many traces of ancient phases of Hebrew,
whose sources have been long lost, resulting in complicated phenomena. This paper
wishes to synchronically describe the morphophonological system which regularize
such phenomena in the verbal roots, and which make it possible for an infant in an
Israeli Hebrew environment to acquire its complex phonology and verbal

morphology.

This paper pours into a significant gap in the description of the mechanism which
produces common everyday verbs, fluent in Israeli Hebrew speakers, by describing
the set of morphophonemes and their function as root-components in Spoken Israeli
Hebrew. This gap in morphological research of the majority of SIH verbs, is the
result of the focus of verbal morphology research of the last decades on coining new
verbs, mainly denominatives - and not on the very different mechanism producing

root-based verbs (Arad 2007: §6-7).

This paper presents the morphophonological analysis principles, which enable the
analysis of phenomena involving both phonology and morphology. As part of the
morphophonological analysis method, we define the morphophonemes which serve
as root-components in SIH and present in detail their phonemic realizations in
different morphophonological environments in the inflection of verb paradigms. This
study was based on verbs from recorded SIH texts, taken from the Corpus of the
Spoken Israeli Hebrew (CoSIH) project (Hary & Izre'el 2002; Izre'el & Rahav 2004),

with Hebrew and phonetic transcriptions.

Special attention is paid to the issues of 'BeKeF' consonants and 'defective' roots,
whose realizations and effect on their environments are explained
morphophonologically. In addition, solutions are suggested to the phenomena of
variations in the pronunciation of verbs, and finally additional issues are suggested

for further study.

" Ornan 1971, 1993; Bolozky in his many papers, among which are 1978, 2007; Bat-El 1986, 1996;
Berman 1987, 1989; Ravid 1990; Nir 1993; Ossishkin 1999; Schwarzwald 2000; and many others,
and cf. Izre'el 2006: 118-119.
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