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[TThe majority of linguists assume that the phonetic correlates of boundaries between .12
intonation-groups are far more straightforward than they actually are. In reading, or
in speaking prepared texts, most intonation-group boundaries are clearly marked.
But even with the most experienced readers and speakers, there are many cases where
it remains difficult to decide whether a boundary is present or not. And with
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inexperienced readers and speakers [...] the difficulties are multiplied. When we
consider spontaneous speech (particularly conversation) any clear and obvious
division into intonation-groups is not so apparent because of the broken nature of
much spontaneous speech [...]
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